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LESSON 3:   CAMPAIGN OF 1860 
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5. Next have students chart the actual results of the 1860 election on the “1860 Election Popular Vote Map Worksheet” using the data 
found on the  “1860 Election Popular Vote by State Data Sheet” (above) to create a color coded map of the voting results. 

6. As a class discuss the following: 

• Who won the election and by what percentage? Was this a close election?  Were votes evenly distributed?  Are you surprised by the 
results?   

• Were there any major differences between what students projected and what actually occurred?  Can you explain these differences? 

• Does the voting seem to be reflective of geography?  Why do you think that is? 

• What can you tell about individual states based upon the candidate they selected? 

• How does the outcome of this election affect the future of the Union?  How does this election relate to the beginnings of the Civil 
War?   

• What does this newly created map reveal about the feelings of many Americans on the eve of the Civil War?   
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• Harp Week—Presidential Election 
Cartoons  
http://elections.harpweek.com/ 

 

• Abraham Lincoln Historical Digitiza-
tion Project  
http://dig.lib.niu.edu/message/campaig
nhistory-1860.html 

 

• Lincoln Net—The Campaign of the 
Century 
http://lincoln.lib.niu.edu/biography8so
urces.html 

 

• Atlas of Presidential Elections 
http://uselectionatlas.org/ 

ONLINE RESOURCES 


